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Social Kitchen
In the house of culture we always gather in the kitchen to talk about
politics
The kitchen is the heart of any home. It’s a space of intimacy, a
place to nourish the body, while conversations happen while
making preparations. Anyone who enjoys a good party always finds
the best conversations in the kitchen. There are many different
associations with this space but the main function would be for the
storage, preparation and cooking of food. Sometimes it is the place
where the food is also eaten and shared with others. If we consider
it to be a convivial space where people may come together –
conversation flows while the hands are busy, perhaps that’s why it’s
also a space where varying opinions can be shared, discussed and
debated.
Every house of culture should also have a kitchen, a space for the
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staff. But I always wonder about how a kitchen could be a public
space within cultural programmes. Having a public kitchen could
provide the necessary space needed for conversation and
reflection. It could be a space shared by the staff of the institution
as well as the public. As a public kitchen it would perhaps
democratize the sharing of the power dynamic between the
institution and the public that they wish to engage. Reaching
beyond the limits of health and safety regulations the public should
be able to bring their own food to prepare and share it with others if
they please.
Remodelling the idea of the museum café would perhaps be a
messy affair but would most definitely generate a dialogue and
discussion that is more attuned to daily life instead of the
performative way in which cultural institutions currently run public
programmes. It seems clear that this could only work if the project
is small-scale. But one cannot help but think of larger cooperative
models where the community of the institution sees the space as a
creation by a social collective and one of experimentation.
Perhaps it seems like a strange idea to think so intently about a
social public kitchen that forms part of our houses of culture but we
need to rethink our spaces of coming together and how we come
together beyond the effects of global crisis. During the times of
crisis new forms of solidarity and care are exercised. We reach
beyond thinking solely as an individual, to thinking about others.
Culture is also to support the wellbeing of our society and what
better place could there be to start thinking about it than the
kitchen.
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